
   

Newsletter of the Discovery Bay Corvette Club 

     November/December 2016 Inside this Issue 
The Zupan’s Christmas Fun Run! 

Christmas Brunch Run! 
The Skydome Sinkhole Experience! 

Thank you Notes! 
And More! 
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Discovery Bay Corvette Club Executive Board 2016/2017 

Officers 

 

President  Lowell Onstad 925-516-8468 ljonstad@comcast.net 

Vice President Jack Pera        925-872-7317 jackpera@yahoo.com 

Treasurer  Brian Enbom 925-516-7712 benbom47@gmail.com 

Secretary  Ed O’Brien             925-634-2634 h2oskied@sbcglobal.net 

Events  Shari Peck  925-784-8734 shari.peck@att.net 

Publications  Laura Hardt  925-234-8430          corvettenewsletter@hotmail.com 

WSCC Rep.  Joe Pimentel 925-634-4337 jpkp09@comcast.net 

Public Relations Kathy Doty  925-634-7862         lkdoty@comcast.net 

Quartermaster Diana Cernera 925-240-5971 dicernera@att.net 

Member-at-Large Rich Allen  925-240-1055 richallen26@yahoo.com 

Webmaster   Ralph Cernera 925-240-5971 rcernera@att.net 

 

Appointed Positions 

 

Sunshine Persons Marilyn Allen 925-240-1055         marilynallen26@yahoo.com 

NCM Ambassador Dave Gatt  925- 513-1605 dgatt@comcast.net 

  

 

 

 

 

Meeting Schedule:  First Thursday of each month, 

except when otherwise noted. 

Location:   Discovery Bay Yacht 

Club 

Board Meeting  6:30 PM 

General Meeting  7:30 PM 

All members are urged to attend the meetings and guests are always welcome! 

Mailing address:  PO Box 1158, Discovery Bay, CA 94505-1158 

Next Meeting: 

January 5th, 2017    7:30 pm 
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DBCC General Meeting Minutes 
November 3, 2016 

 Meeting was called to order at 7:37 pm by Lowell Onstad 
V.P. Report (Jack Pera):   Jack announced the club has an improved process for new members, and     
presented shirts to the Peters and name tags/shirts to Helfricks.  Jack welcomed the Allen and Kim       
Bellinghousen as new members.  
Secretary Report (Ed O’Brien):   No corrections to the minutes.  Tim Denham Moved to accept the      
October meeting minutes, Paul de Leon seconded, and club voted unanimously to be accepted.  Ed will have a new       
membership sign in sheet for Jan, and explained Ralph can provide roster information.  
Treasurer Report (Brian Enbom):   Brian reported  
 1) The club is in very good financial condition.  
 2) Brian thanked all for filling out the DBCC form for address changes.   
 3) Brian explained that he will send the link on How to fill out the WSCC form and submit to WSCC, and/or include 
      with DBCC check.  You can also fill out the form on line, print, and send to Brian.  Brian, in turn, will provide to     
                    Kathy Pimentel (WSCC).  
WSCC Representative:  (Joe Pimentel)  
 1) Joe reported that on Jan 14th at the Marriott in Rancho Cordova.  WSCC will host its annual banquet.  All are        
                    invited.  Joe has forms and would like to fill a table at the banquet with DBCC members.   
 2) Kathy Pimentel explained the WSCC membership and renewal form.  All members need to fill out, and be sure to   
                    check the box if you like to receive the Redline by snail mail.  Call Kathy with any questions on the form, and it is   
                    also located on WSCC website.  FYI, your WSCC number is on the roster.  
 3) Convention will be put on every other year, but WSCC would like to encourage a club to sponsor a gathering on  
                    alternate years, with financial incentive for the club to host it.  
Webmaster Report (Ralph Cernera):  all posted.  Current newsletter posted, and current flyers for runs.  Still missing 
some WSCC numbers, all members please check the roster and if the number is missing please let Ralph know your WSCC 
member.  
Publications Report (Laura Hardt):   Laura requests members email pictures and articles of events to her, particularly for 
the homecoming parade at Liberty.  
Quartermaster Report (Diana Cernera):   She has shirts for sale and jackets and hats as well.  Check with her regarding 
custom articles.  
Member At Large Report (Rich Allen):    
 1)  Non DBYC members will need guest badges for DBCC meetings.  You will need to wear it during a meeting.  This 
       is critical where consumption of alcohol may occur.  Early arrivals can get a guest badge and get a drink upstairs  
       but you will need a DBYC sponsor and sign you in upstairs.  Even for DBCC members, DBYC members must wear   
       their DBYC badge.  
 

Well let’s start out by saying writing articles are my least favorite thing to do as your    
president. However it is part of the job so here goes. It is great that we have been         
successful enough to be able to pay for our members Christmas lunch. This will make it 
easier to pick up a nice Christmas gift for a child. Our year is winding down but we still 
have two events to keep us busy. Mark and Denise’s fun run and Shari’s Christmas lunch. 
There will not be a meeting in December as our Christmas lunch will be our substitute meeting for that month. 
Our next regular meeting will be in January. I hope to see everyone on one or both of the next events.   
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 2) DBYC rent.  If DBCC has less than 50% DBYC members, rent for meeting room may be necessary.   Rich has          
      proposed DBCC plan to host an event for DBYC in lieu of rent payments if rent payment becomes required.  Also, 
      DBYC memberships are available.  You don’t have to own a yacht to join DBYC for those interested in joining    
      DBYC.  
 3) Inaugural is on schedule for next year.  He is looking into locations, including Black Oak.  It is still on the list, but 
      Rich is looking for suggestions from members.   
Events Report (Shari Peck and Cheryl Fleb’ut):   Shari not present tonight, so Lowell went through the list of current 
events on the calendar.    
 1. Nov 20th.  Mark Zupan has a run to Morris Nursery in Riverbank as first stop.  Next is lunch at Griff’s BBQ in      
      Copperopolis taking the back-roads.  Next stop is BASS Pro Shops, but you can also do Black Oak Casino if you      
      prefer.  Mark has a sign-up sheet for the restaurant, needs headcount by Nov 15th.     
 2. Light Parade on Dec. 3rd (first Sat night).  Shari needs help.  Michelle White announced planning is in progress, 
      and she needs 4-5 corvettes.  They plan to have a trailer and she will be planning a get together.  Rock Around 
      the Christmas Tree is the theme.  Rich has donated lights.  Marilyn sent around a sign up and Rich reminded all to 
      keep a close watch on their emails.  Also, if you have Halloween left over candy, be sure to save for the parade.  
      We will need walkers as well to hand out candy.         
 3. Christmas Brunch at Carpaccios in Oakley on Sunday Dec. 11th ,11am-3pm.  Flyer is out on line.  Lowell explained   
      cost is $30/person, and if the club approved, club could will pick up cost for up to two meals per membership.   
      We will be leaving Chase Bank at 10am., and is on calendar.  Each person who attends the event is required to 
      bring either an unwrapped gift or gift card for child.  It is for a good cause (Toys for Tots).     
 4. Nancy OB mentioned what a nice time John and Cheryl showed us at the winery and BBQ.  
Public Relations Report (Kathy Doty):  Kathy announced that East Contra Costa Historical Society sent a thank you for 
DBCC’s support of the brick, which will be in the next newsletter.  
Sunshine Report (Marilyn  Allen):    
 Good News:  
 The White’s boat sank, but not their corvette!  
 The Cubs won the World Series  
 Betty Silva attended her 60th high school reunion  
 Lowell is doing well  
 Marilyn doing well  
 Bad News:  John Fleb’ut got an infection during his treatment.  But he’s doing better and we hope he can continue 
 his treatments (only one more to go)!  
November Birthdays:  Bill Helfrick’s (today), Pam Dooly, Ed O’Brien, Scott White, Carol Ayers, Dave Franklin, Amy Pera, Steve 
Hoffman, and Tony Silva.  
The DBYC having their boutique this Sat from 10 until 4  
Kathy Doty announced the Lyon’s Club Harvest Art and Wine event, tasting, and art, silent auction, from 2-6 on Sunday, 12 
Nov Sat.  $25/person, located at DBYC .  
Treats: Thanks to Diana Cernera and Joanne Onstad for great treats.  Marilyn is looking for signups for the 2017 meeting 
treat list schedule.  
NCM Ambassador Report (Dave Gatt):  Dave announced the group went to the Hooked On Driving event in Maxwell and 
Willows, and that Paul survived his first track day.  Dave recounted his experience parking near the Porsches at the Sonoma 
Raceway Paddock and felt the need to move to the Corvette areas.  He also read part of a front cover article from             
December’s Motor Trend Magazine, the Corvette Grand Sport v.s. 911S.  Good article.  The 911 has mid corner understeer, 
but nice interior, better ride.  The Corvette looks better, sounds better, and makes teenagers out of men.  A little bit of bad 
news, the GS’s headliner came unglued, the MT staff felt the GS’s stripes should be painted on, not stickers, and the Porsche 
had quicker acceleration times in both 0-60 and 1/4 mi.  But in the end Porsche not as exciting to drive and Corvette won 
the track time.   Porsche is $48k more, but 40 less hp.  Best news is that the cars, though closely matched, the GS was rated 
a better sports car than Porsche!  
Old Business:   
Nancy O’Brien thanked John and Cheryl Fleb’ut for hosting the run to the Nicolini Winery.   We all had a great time.  
New Business:   No Club meeting next month due to the brunch.  
      Adjourn meeting:    Paula Sauvadon Motioned, Paul de Leon seconded, and unanimous approval for adjournment.         
 Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. by Lowell.  
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Ready to Start the Fun! 

First Stop–                  

Morris Nursery! 
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Second Stop- Griff’s BBQ & Grill! 

Great Food! 

Awesome Time! 
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Greetings from 

Copperopolis! 
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Heading to third Stop!  
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Third Stop– Bass Pro Shops! 
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Thank You Mark and 

Denise Zupan for such 

a Fantastic Run! 
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 Two years ago, on February 12, 2014, many people 
across the globe woke up to some startling news – a sinkhole 
had opened up inside the National Corvette Museum in Bowling 
Green, Kentucky, and eight Corvettes were laying at the bottom 
of it. Fortunately, the cars and building were the only things 
damaged as it occurred in the early morning hours before      
anyone was in the Museum. The story captivated those who 
watched it, and while the Museum initially planned to put the 
past behind them, the interest in the sinkhole and damaged   
Corvettes was undeniable.                                                                                                                             
 “Probably two days after the sinkhole happened, after 
we realized it could be fixed and once we saw more and more 
visitors starting to trickle in from the interstate, we shifted our 
attitude. We embraced the situation,” said Katie Frassinelli,    
Marketing and Communications Manager for the Museum. 
 “Honestly, it paid off big for us. Our attendance had leveled out around 150,000 in 2013, but in 2014 it skyrocketed to our 
highest number ever – over 250,000 visitors. Even last year we had 220,000 visitors… which if you remove our Corvette caravan 
event attendance from 2014 (a once-every-five-years blowout event), then 2015 was actually higher.” 
 There were mixed opinions as to whether the Museum should keep the infamous sinkhole as an attraction, but in the end it 
just was not feasible to do so. “Once we determined the sinkhole was not going to stay, we started talking about creating some kind 
of exhibit to tell our story. This was not only a part of our history, but also Corvette history. After meeting with several exhibit design 
companies we hired Creative Arts Unlimited out of Pinellas Park, FL to bring our sinkhole saga to life,” said Frassinelli. 
 “We’re story tellers,” said Roger Barganier, President of Creative Arts Unlimited. “When we first started working on the 
exhibit, I didn’t understand what happened. So we got all the information and created an exhibit so the average visitor will           
understand what happened. And we added some geology, geography, science, and there is some STEM in it for school groups, plus 
lots of interactives,” Roger added. 
 The exhibit is divided into sections including The Day, Media Coverage, Pop Culture, Cars Affected, The Recovery, Karst 
Landscapes, What It Took to Fix the Sinkhole and The Grand Finale combining photos, videos, informational text and interactives to 
create an experience that is enjoyable for all ages. 
 “We were able to put some of the parts from the sinkhole Corvettes back into our cave, and we now have a web cam that 
allows visitors to actually search in the cave for the car parts,” said Frassinelli. “I think my personal favorite is the Corvette crane 
game which allows you to remove boulders, debris and Corvettes from the sinkhole. The designers even put the cars exactly how 
they were in the sinkhole. Of course, the game is a lot easier than it was in real life!” 
 Upon exiting the new exhibit visitors will see the renovated Skydome that reopened summer 2015, as well as all eight    
Corvettes from the sinkhole including the 1992 “1 Millionth” Corvette and 2009 ZR1 “Blue Devil” that were restored by General   
Motors. One car, the 1962 Black Corvette, will undergo repair in the Museum’s new Maintenance and Preservation Department, 
allowing visitors the opportunity to actually watch the restoration work for themselves. 
 A line on the floor outlines where the sinkhole was, while a second line marks where the cave still lies. A 48” manhole al-
lows visitors to peer into a glass window to see the floor of the sinkhole, over 30 feet down. The passageway then slopes down into 
the cave. 
 “Looking back two years ago, I don’t think any of us could have imagined that today we would be somewhat                    
commemorating the sinkhole,” said Frassinelli. “I guess you could say this is the final slice of lemon on top of our glass of lemonade. 
We’re excited our story has come full circle and we now have a fun, interactive exhibit to tell it for years to come.” 
 
 The exhibit is open to the public and is included with regular museum admission $10 for adults, $5 for kids age 6-16, $8 for 
seniors age 62+ and free for children age 5 and under.  The Museum is located at I-65 exit 28 in Bowling Green, Kentucky.  
Learn more about the exhibit and Museum online at http://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/exhibits/corvette-cave-in-exhibit/. 
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Corvette Factory Workers Celebrate the End of 2016 with a Message 

It’s known that the workers in the Bowling Green Assembly Plant  have a special        

relationship with the owners of the cars they build and because of that, they              

occasionally offer a little surprise message  here and there as they assemble the vehi-

cles running down the line. 

Service personnel at Kerbeck Corvette  in Atlantic City, NJ found one such message on 

the bottom of this new Corvette they just received from Bowling Green. 

This Corvette, a black 2017 Grand Sport Convertible, was the final car running down the 

line before the assembly plant shut down for a two week 

break. As it was on the assembly line, one of the workers 

tagged it with the message “Last One 2016”. 
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November 

Bill Helfrick 11/3        Pam Dooley 11/11        Ed O’Brien 11/14      Carol Ayers 11/16                      

David Franklin 11/22        Scott White 11/22     Amy Pera 11/25     Steve Hoffman 11/27                

Sandy Mize 11/29      Tony Silva 11/29 

December 

Debbie Franklin 12/5     Loretta Parker 12/8     Jack Pera 12/10                                                

Delia Berardy 12/10     Terry Berardy 12/22      Danielle Boaz 12/27    Jerry Hardt 12/30 

 

January 

Dolores Maxwell 1/4     Trudy de Leon 1/5     Carol Wilson 1/21      Lani Maloney 1/21        

Ron Parker 1/24    Gina Bischofberger 1/27     Paul Bischofberger 1/31  

 

Happy Holidays to Everyone! 

 Mark and Denise Zupan’s Run was fantastic!   The Morris 

Nursery  was a sight to see, the food at Griff’s BBQ and Grill was 

great and our final stop at Bass Pro Shops was fun.   Mark and   

Denise even had raffle prizes at each stop which added to the     

excitement.  Thank you for putting on such an amazing Run.  Also 

thank you to Ralph and Diana Cernera for providing me with the pictures they took at the Zupan Run.  

 The Discovery Bay Corvette Club’s Christmas Brunch Run was a success thanks to Shari Peck! You  

truly organized a great celebration.  We were all able to celebrate at Cap’s Oak Street Bar & Grill.  We were   

treated to delicious food and beautiful caroling by the great voices of Liberty High School singers.  This year 

all of this was free of charge to our members thanks to the Discovery Bay Corvette Club. 

 The members themselves were also very generous.  Members donated gifts to be   

distributed to needy children.  Thank you all for your generosity. 

 If you would like to share any pictures of our Christmas celebration or any other 

event, please email them to me at Corvettenewsletter@hotmail.com and I will publish them 

in the next Newsletter. 

   Wishing you the best for 2017!            

   Laura Hardt  
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